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KOMMNEKC YNPAXHEHUNA KAK CPEACTBO ®OPMUPOBAHUA
WHOA3bIYHON HAYYHO-UCCIEQOBATENLCKON
KOMNETEHLUWUN CTYOEHTOB MAITMCTPATYPbI

B ycnoBusix BBe/EHUSI HOBbIX rOCYAapCTBEHHbIX CTaHOapTOB BbiCLIEro obpa3oBaHusi akTy-
anbHbIM OCTaeTCs BOMPOC opraHu3auuu obpasoBaTenbHOro npouecca, rae npuopuTeTHbIM Hanpas-
neHveM ocTtaeTtcsi popMMpPOBaHUE y CTYAEHTOB Kak CyObEKTOB COOCTBEHHOrO pasBmUTUS, FOTOBHOCTU
M CnocoBHOCTU K CaMOCTOSITENIbHOMY NOMyyYeHuo 1 obpaboTke MHdOpMauun Ans BEAEHUS Hay4YHO-
nccrnenoBaTenbCckon AesiTenbHOCcTU. CTaTbsi NMOCBSILEHA PACCMOTPEHWMI0 BOMPOCOB, CBA3AHHbLIX C
MOArOTOBKOW MarucTpoB K BEAEHWI0 Hay4YHO-MCCIEeAOBaTENbLCKON AESTENIbHOCTM Ha WMHOCTPaHHOM
A3blke B KOHTEKCTE OCBOEHUS AUCLMNNMHBI «[1enoBON MHOCTPaHHbIA A3bIk». Llenb gaHHow ctatbn —
onucaTb npouecc popMUpOBaHUST UHOSI3bIYHOM Hay4HO-UCCNEeAoBaTENbCKOW KOMMETEHLUN nocpea-
CTBOM KOMMJeKca YNpaxXHEeHU, HanpaBlieHHbIX Ha O3HAKOMIIEHNE CTYAEHTOB MarucTpaTtypbl S3bIKO-
BOro nNpohuns ¢ xapakrepom obpas3oBaTelNbHbIX UCCref0BaHUN, MeTO4ONorne nu ocobeHHoCTAMM
uccnegoBaTenbCckon AesTenbHocTU 3a pybexom. MNpu BbINOMHEHWW MPEANoXeHHbIX 3afjaHui CTy-
OeHTbl 06CcyXXaatloT akTyanbHble UCCrefoBaHus, cnocobbl NO3HaHUSA, BUAbI U TUMOMOIUI0 UCCreaoBa-
HWIA; pa3BUBaKOT HaBbIKM KPUTUYECKOTO MbILIIEHUSI, 3HAKOMSTCS CO CTPYKTYpOW uccrnenoBaHusi. Bto-
pasi TeMa MocBsilLieHa PacCMOTPEHMIO NPaBUIbHON MOCTAHOBKM NPo6nembl UCCnefoBaHus: BbisiBre-
HUIO CYLLUECTBEHHbLIX XapaKTePUCTUK MUCCreaoBaTeNbCKoro BOMPOCA, ONPeAeNneHuto MOHATUAHOIro
annapata. B koHUe u3yuyeHus Kaxpow Tembl CTYAEHTbl 3anosfiHAT «pedIeKCUBHbIE» NUCTLI, TAe
aHanNU3NpyTCst NOMNyYeHHble 3HaHUS, POPMYNMPYIOTCS U KOPPEKTMPYHOTCA COOCTBEHHbIE BbIBOAbLI U
HanpaBneHusi uccrnepoBaHus. MpeanoxeHHas mMeToauka MOMoOraeT CTyAeHTaM YeTKo onpeaenutb
Hay4HO-MCCneaoBaTeNbCKy AeATENbHOCTb, NPOSIBUTH 3HAHWE MEeTOAONorMM, cnocoboB NO3HaHUS,
chopMynupoBaTb MOTeHUManbHble MNpobnemMbl WCCNegoBaHWA U MOCTaBUTb WUCCNEeAoBaTENbCKUN
Bornpoc [1]. PaccMOTpeHHbIN B cTaTbe KOMMNMEKC YNpaXHEHUN He npeTeHAayeT Ha ucyepnbiBaolee
pelleHvne 3agay AMCuMnmHbl «[JenoBon MHOCTPaHHbIN A3blk». B OCHOBHOM MeToavka OpueHTMpoBa-
Ha Ha onucaHue npouecca cbopa u aHanusa AaHHbIX, 00y4YeHne KpUTUYECKN aHanu3npoBaTb Uccrne-
[OBaHWe, paccMaTpuBaTb MPEeAnoChInkM, OCOBEHHOCTU W 3Tanbl UCCNEAOBaHWUsi, ero MoAroTOBKY.
MpennoxeHHas meToavka NO3BoOMsieT onpeaennTb apdeKTUBHYO cTpaTernto opmmnpoBaHus y 6y-
OyLlero marncrpa cnoCoOHOCTU M TOTOBHOCTU K JIMYHOCTHOW camopeanu3auuu npyu BeAeHUN Hay4yHo-
uccnegoBaTenbckor U npodeccuoHanbHON AesTeNbHOCTU Ha MHOCTPaHHOM S3bIKE.

KnioueBble cnoBa: HayyHo-ucciedogsamernbcKasi KoMriemeHyusi cmy90eHmos, Masucmpamypa,
«/[Jernosoli uHocmpaHHbIl A3bIK», «513biK Orls1 crieyuarnbHbIX yenel», Memoduka, aHanulcKul A3bIK.
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EXERCISES FOR DEVELOPING FOREIGN LANGUAGE
RESEARCH COMPETENCE IN MASTER’S DEGREE STUDENTS

While the new National Curriculum of Higher Education has been introduced, the organization of
educational process with students’ self-development, ways of receiving and processing the information
while conducting the research activity within the scope of competency-based approach remains para-
mount. The authors focus their attention on mastering research skills of master’'s degree students by
means of a foreign language within the discipline “Academic English”/’English for Specific Purposes”.
The objective of the work is to present the development of research competence with a complex of ex-
ercises which help language students to identify the nature of educational research, methodology and
peculiar features of the research process. While doing the proposed tasks, students discuss the im-
portance of research, ways of knowing, and types of research, critical-thinking skills, and thesis struc-
ture. The second topic concerns the research question: formulation and identification of the research
question, definition of research terminology. At the end of the study of each topic students fill in the
"reflection sheet”, which makes them analyze the acquired knowledge, formulate and correct their own
conclusions and direction of the study. This technique helps students to define the term "research activi-
ty", demonstrate knowledge of research methodology, methods of cognition, and formulate potential
research problems and research question [1]. It is necessary to continue to develop tasks that will affect
other topics of the discipline, which are aimed at describing the process of data collection and analysis,
training critical analysis of the study, analysis of the prerequisites, features and stages of the study,
preparation of a research report to develop an effective strategy for training specialists, future holders of
master’s degree, for personal self-realization in scientific and professional activities.

Keywords: research competence, research skills, master’s degree students, academic English,
English for Specific Purposes, methods, English language.

B poccutickom BbiciieM 00pa3oBaHUU MPOAOKAIOTCS MPOIECCH MOACPHU-
3aly, HalpaBJICHHBIE HA MPHUBEJIEHUE X B COOTBETCTBHE C MHUPOBBIMHU CTaHJIAp-
tamu. Pa3zpaboTka mporpaMm AMCUUIUTHH OCTAa€TCS aKTYaIbHBIM BOIIPOCOM B JIO-
THKEe M3MEHSIOMUXCS GeiepalbHbIX cTaHAapToB. OTHUM U3 OCHOBHBIX IIAHHUPYE-
MBIX pe3yJlbTaTOB OOy4YeHHS B By3e ABIsAETCS (OPMUPOBAHUE WHOS3BIYHOMN
Hay4HO-UCCIIEOBATEIbCKOM KOMIIETEHUIUU CTyIeHTOB [2]. [IpenoctaBUTh cTyneH-
TaM MHQOPMAIIHIO U TOHUMAaHUS HCCIIeI0BATENLCKOM NeSTENFHOCTH OT popMy-
JUPOBKHU MPOOIIeMBI 10 cOopa, aHamu3a, CHCTEMaTH3allMi U WHTEPIIPEeTalluu JTaH-
HBIX, JaTh BO3MOXXHOCTh WCIOJh30BAaTh 3TU 3HAHHS /IS OPTaHHU3AIMUA CaAMOCTOS-
TETBHON WCCIENOBATENILCKON NIEATENBHOCTH 10 BBIODAHHOW TeMe, YHTaTh U
MMOHUMAaTh UCTOYHUKU Ha MHOCTPAHHOM SI3bIKE [3] — mMenn MUCIUTIINHBI «/lemoBoi
WHOCTPAHHBIHN S3BIK» B MarucTpaType.

JIEKOMTIO3HUITHS TIEJICBOTO KOMITOHEHTA MTO3BOJIIIIA CHOPMYITHPOBATE 3a1aUn
JIMCIUATUIMHEL:

1) 03HAKOMHTH CTYACHTOB C XapaKTepOM 00pa30BaTEILHBIX UCCIICIOBAHUM,
PaccMOTPETh METOIOJIOTHIO U TIPEJICTABUTE 0030p MUCCIIEIOBATEIHCKOTO IPOIIECCa;
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2) 00cyauTh OCHOBHBIE TIOHSTHS H MTPOIECCHI UCCIETOBAHUS;

3) ommcaTh MPOIIECCHI, CBA3aHHBIE CO COOPOM U aHAJIM30M JaHHBIX;

4) paccMOTpeTh METOJbI UCCIENOBaHUs (METOABI cOOpa MaHHBIX U METOJIBI
aHaIM3a);

5) HAy4YUTh KPUTHYECKH aHAIIM3UPOBAThH UCCIIEAOBaHUE;

6) TpoaHaATU3UPOBATH MPEAIOCHIIKH, OCOOSHHOCTH U ATAITbl HCCIIEIOBAHHMIA;

7) TOITOTOBHUTH UCCIIEAOBATEIbCKHIA OTUET.

Jl1s1 JocTHXKEeHHs BTOPOM LM — aBTOPBI MpeajiaraloT KOMILIEKC YIPaKHEHUIH,
BBICTPOEHHBIH B JIOTHKE pa3pabOTKH CaMOCTOSITEIFHOTO MCCIIEIOBATEIIHCKOTO MTPOEK-
Ta. BeirmonHeHwe 3aaHnii U 3amoHeHne «pe(IIeKCUBHBIX JIMCTOBY» SBIISIFOTCS ITOIIa-
TOBBIMH MHCTPYKIUSMH JIJISI pa3paOOTKH COOCTBEHHBIX HCCIIEIOBATEIBCKUX IMPOSKTOB.

Jns paboter Hax Temamu «llpupoma uccnemoBanus» u «IlIpobiema uccie-
JOBaHUS» [4] CTYACHTHI MOTYYarOT IS pEIIeHNs U 00CYKIIEHHs ClleAyroliee 3a1a-
HUE B MIpeIiaraéMoM KOMIUIEKCe yIpakHEHUH:

Tema 1. Ilpupoaa uccie10BaHUsA: BaKHOCTh UCCIEJOBAHNI,
NYTH MO3HAHHS, BUABI H THNIBI MCCJIEA0BAHMIA,
KPUTHYECKHUI aHAIN3 U CTPYKTYPA UCCJIel0BAHMSA

Activity 1.1: Empirical vs. Nonempirical Research
In the list of research topics that follows below, place an X in front of those
that are examples of empirical research[5].

1. A study of the effectiveness of a social learning program on the
employability of severely disabled adults.

2. The relationship between television watching and school
achievement: a review of the literature.

3. A reanalysis of the evidence on school effectiveness.

4, The relationship between self-esteem and age at school entrance
of fourth-grade students in the San Francisco Unified School District.

5. Logical inconsistencies in writings of Sigmund Freud.

6. A comparison of the effectiveness of behavior therapy as com-

pared with client-centered therapy in homes for adolescent runaways.

Activity 1.2: Basic vs. Applied Research
Place a “B” in front of those that you think are examples of basic research
and an “A” in front of those that you think are examples of applied research.

1. A comparison of the attitudes of different student ethnic groups
toward the general education requirements at the City University of New York.

2. The relationship between adolescent self-esteem and alcoholism
in parents.

3. A comparison of the effects of phonics versus look-say teaching

on the achievement of Latino children in reading as based on the Amalo theory.
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4. Employer perceptions of changes in essential secretarial skills be-
tween 1945 and 1995.
5. The effectiveness of counselors who are recovering alcoholics as

compared with other counselors at the Rosewood Recovery Center.
6. The effectiveness of using manipulative materials in teaching
first-grade mathematics.

Activity 1.3: Types of Research
Match the letter of the appropriate research methodology from Column B
with its topic in Column A[6].

| Column A: Topic Column B: Type of research
1. Diplomatic relationships  a. A group-comparison experiment

between Japan and the United States be-
tween 1918 and 1941.

2. Images of women in U.S. b. A survey
history textbooks.

3. Relationship between stu-  c¢. A content analysis
dent attendance and achievement in
chemistry classes.

4. Number of single mothers  d. A case study
on welfare in the city of Chicago.

5. Daily activities of an op- e. An ethnography
erating room nurse in a big-city hospital.

6. A comparison of the in- f. A historical study

quiry method and the lecture method in
teaching high school biology.
7. Changing impulsive be- g. A single-subject experiment
havior through the use of praise.
h. A correlational study
Activity 1.4: Assumptions

In this activity, you are to work with a partner to discuss what assumptions
underlie each of the following statements:

1. “Spare the rod and spoil the child!”

2. “We couldn’t beat McAteer High last season and we probably won’t be
able to beat them this year either.”

3. “A stitch in time saves nine.”

4. “Oh, brother, I have another one of the Johnson kids in my class next se-
mester!!”

5. “Boy, I dread the thought of taking algebra from Mrs. West next semester!”

Activity 1.5: General Research Types
Identify each as being either descriptive, associational, or intervention re-
search [7].
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1. A study of the possible relationship that may exist between class size and
learning in remedial mathematics courses

2. A survey of the attitudes of parents in a large urban school district toward
the advanced placement courses offered by the district

3. A study designed to compare the effectiveness of two methods of teach-
ing spelling to first graders

4. An investigation by a researcher in an attempt to confirm that abstract
concepts can be taught to six-year-olds

5. A historical study of high school graduation requirements .

6. A detailed ethnographic study of the daily activities of a teacher in an in-
ner-city high school .

7. A comparison of inquiry and lecture methods of teaching 11™ grade histo-
ry

8. A study designed to compare the attitudes of male and female students
toward chemistry

For Discussion:

1. “Speculation, procedures, and conclusions are not scientific unless they
are made public.” Is this true? Discuss.

2. Most quantitative researchers believe that the world is a single reality,
whereas most qualitative researchers believe that the world is made up of multiple
realities. Which position would you support? Why?

3. Can you think of some other ways of knowing besides those mentioned in
this chapter? What are they? What, if any, are the limitations of these methods?

4. “While certainty is appealing, it is contradictory to a fundamental premise
of science.” What does this mean? Discuss.

5. Is there such a thing as private knowledge? If so, can you give an example?

6. Many people seem to be uneasy about the idea of research, particularly re-
search in schools. How would you explain this?

«[Ipobnemusie mucTeDy (Problem Sheets) nnm ncnons3oBaHNE HHTEPAKTHB-
Hol mporpammbl The Research Wizard [8] siBisttorest hopmoli pedrieKCHBHBIX yII-
paXHEHMH ISl BRICTPAMBaHHs MHAWBHUIYaIbHON MCCIIEI0BATEILCKON TPACKTOPHH,
KOTOpasi KOPPEKTUPYETCs [0 MEpe MOCTYIUICHUsI HOBOM MH(OPMAIMK U B MPOLIEC-
ce TPYNIIOBBIX 00CYKICHUH.

Problem Sheet 1: What Kind of Research?

Think of a research idea or problem you would like to investigate. Using
Problem Sheet 1, briefly describe the problem in a sentence or two. Then indicate
the type of research methodology you would use to investigate this problem. Final-
ly, explain briefly your reasons for choosing this approach.

1. A possible topic or problem I am thinking of researching is.................
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2. The specific method(s) that seem(s) most appropriate for me to use at this
time is/are (circle all you think are appropriate):
a. an experiment
a survey
an ethnography
a correlational study
a causal-comparative study
a case study
a content analysis
a historical study
an action research or teacher research study
j. aprogram evaluation
3. The overall research approach I am planning to use is (circle one):
a. Qualitative
b. Quantitative
c. Mixed Method
4. My reason(s) for using this approach is/are as follows........................

Sw oo a0 o

. e

Tema 2. IIpoGJema ncciieq0BaHusl: MOCTAHOBKA U CylleCTBEHHbIE
XapaKTepPHCTUKH, ONpeaesieHHe MOHATHIHHOTO annapaTa

Activity 2.1: Research Questions and Related Designs
Select the appropriate research design for each question listed below.

Case Study Experimental
Causal-Comparative Historical
Content Analysis Surveys
Correlational Ethnography

1. What do elementary school teachers in the San Francisco Unified School
District think about full inclusion as practiced in their district?

2. Is there a relationship between students’ levels of social skills and suc-
cessful transition into mainstream classes?

3. How do individuals with physical disabilities perceive themselves in
comparison to their able-bodied peers in terms of work-related activities?

4. Does a whole-language curriculum lead to higher student achievement
than a phonics curriculum?

5. How are teachers implementing the whole-language approach to reading
in their curricula at Harding Elementary School?

6. What were the key events that led to the demise of affirmative action in
state hiring and college admissions in California?

7. How do magazines targeted at teenagers present information on safe-sex
practices?
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8. Are the reasons Native American students give for dropping out of school
different than those given by non-Native American Indian students?

Activity 2.2: Arguable statements vs. statements of fact
On the blank line beside each statement, write “A” if the statement is argua-
ble or “F” if the statement is a statement of fact [9].

1. The amount of financial aid available to students should be pro-
portionate to the earning potential of the career fields for which their majors pre-
pare them.

2. Tom Hanks should have won the Best-Actor award for his per-
formance in Castaway.

3. Frank Sinatra was loved and admired by many people.
4. The United States contains citizens of many different ethnicities.
5. Sterling College should make coffee available to students in eve-
ry building.
6. Driving under the influence of alcohol is dangerous.
7. Penalties for drinking and driving should be more severe.
8. Television networks air a lot of reality shows nowadays.
9. The Harry Potter movies are better than the Indiana Jones movies.
10. Steroid abuse can lead to serious health problems.
Activity 2.3. Changing General Topics into Research Questions
1) Each item below contains a general subject and a narrower subject that is

derivative of it. Write an arguable thesis statement for each group of words in the
column labeled “Narrower Topic.”

General Topic Narrower Topic Thesis
Statement
1. education distance education ?
2. communication the difference in people’s voices ?
3. work paid vacation time ?
4.  dishonesty cheating in sports ?
5. community volunteerism ?
6. television reality shows ?
7.  relationships fathers and sons ?
8. newspapers college newspapers ?
9. family eating together ?
10.  criminal justice treatment of inmates ?
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2) Change the following topics into researchable questions.

1. Class size and student achievement

2. Multicultural education at Thurgood Marshall Middle School
3. Testing anxiety

4. Women college professors and tenure

5. Alcohol consumption on New Year’s Eve and Super Bowl Sunday
6. Single parents and affordable child care

7. Counseling style

8. Asian-American students and positive stereotypes

9. The charter school movement in the twentieth century

10. Diet and exercise

Activity 2.4: Justification

A researcher wished to study the following question: “Are ‘open’ classrooms
more effective (do children learn more) than structured, non-open classrooms?”
Here are two different justifications that were written. Which do you think would
be most likely to convince skeptics of the importance of the study? [10]

1) The general purpose of this research is to add knowledge to the field of edu-
cation at this time when classroom freedom is a cornerstone of today’s educational
revolution. Various authorities (Leonard, Holt, Kozel, etc.) have suggested that the
strictly structured, teacher-directed classroom may impede the learning process of stu-
dents. They argue that less-structured, “open” environments may help students to learn
more, faster, and in greater depth. It is this controversial thesis (since many
“structuralists” disagree strongly) that has provoked many teachers to modify their
classrooms in hopes of achieving greater educational gains for their students. While the
reformers have written convincingly from an inspirational point of view, scant ‘“hard
data” exists to provide support. If educators are to jump on this bandwagon, and if
money is to be diverted from the more traditional type of arrangement to support open
classrooms, they should have information of the type that answers to this research
question will provide. It is one thing to think something has potential for improving the
learning of the young; it is quite another to have evidence that illustrates that this is so.
Hopefully, this study will provide some information in this regard.

2) Education of children in elementary schools has always been a controver-
sial issue among parents and teachers. There are various ideas regarding the type of
setting that would be (or provides) a constructive learning situation for children.
One such setting might be the open classroom type. That is what this research will
set out to determine.

Activity 2.5: Evaluating Research Questions

In this activity, you will interview another student in your class about their
research question. Evaluate his or her question with regard to each of the following
characteristics of good research questions [11].
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1. The question is feasible.
Yes, the question can be investigated without a considerable amount
of time, energy, or money.
No, as stated, it would take a considerable amount of time, energy, or
money to investigate this question.
Suggestions for improvement
2. The question is clear.
Yes, most people would agree as to what each of the key words in the
question mean.
No, most people would not agree as to what each of the key words in
the question mean
Suggestions for improvement
3. The question is significant.
Yes, this question is worth investigating because it will contribute
important knowledge about the human condition.
No, answers to this question would not contribute important
knowledge about the human condition.
Suggestions for improvement
4. The question is ethical.
Yes, the question will not involve physical or psychological harm or
damage to human beings, or to the natural or social environment.
No, the question could involve physical or psychological harm or
damage to human beings, or to the natural or social environment.
Suggestions for improvement
5. The question suggests a relationship.
Yes, the question does suggest a relationship of some sort.
No, the question does not suggest a relationship.
Suggestions for improvement

For Discussion:

Here are three examples of research questions. How would you rank them on
a scale of 1 to 5 (5= highest, 1= lowest) for clarity? for significance? Why?

a) How many students in the sophomore class signed up for a course in driv-
er training this semester?

b) Why do so many students in the district say they dislike English?

¢) Is inquiry or lecture more effective in teaching social studies?

2. How would you define humanistically oriented classroom?

3. Some terms used frequently in education, such as motivation, achievement,
and even learning, are very hard to define clearly. Why do you suppose this is so?

4. How might the term excellence be defined operationally? Give an example.

5. “Even the clearest of definitions does not always guarantee meaningful
communication.” Is this really true? Why or why not?
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6. We would argue that operational definitions should always be accompa-
nied by constitutive definitions. Would you agree? Can you think of an instance
when this might not be necessary?

7. Most researchers do not believe that research efforts based primarily on
personal interest warrant investigation. Do you agree in all cases? Can you think of
a possible exception?

Problem Sheet 2: The Research Question

1. My (restated) research problemis...................

2. My research qUestion(s) iS/ar€.........ceveerieriireiniieeeeeanennenne.

3. Following are key terms in the problem or question that are not clear and
thus need to be defined:

a) d)
b) e)
c) f)

4. My justification for investigating this question/problem (why I would argue
that it is an important question to investigate) is as follows...................cooeviiiint.

Takum 06pa3om, o oKOHUAHUH U3ydeHus TeM «lIpupoma uccnenoBaHUsI» U
«lIpobGiema wWcciaenoBaHHUs»  CTYNEHTHl  OMNPEAENAIOT TEPMHUH  «HAYYIHO-
UCCIIEI0BATEIIbCKAS ACATEIBHOCTEY, JEMOHCTPUPYIOT 3HAHUE METOJOJIOTHH Hayd-
HBIX MCCJCIOBaHUM, CIOCOOOB TO3HAHHUA. Ydaliuecs MOryT chOpMYJIHPOBATh
po0JIeMy HUCCIICIOBAHUS.

JlanbHeiIne UCCAeTOBAHUS aBTOPOB MOCBSAIICHBI PEIICHHUIO APYTHX 3a1ad
JUCHIUIUTAHBI, KOTOPHIC HAMpaBieHbI Ha pa3paboTky 3()(HEKTHBHON cTpaTeruu
WHOS3BIYHON TMOATOTOBKU OYyAyNIEr0 MarucTpa K JIUYHOCTHON camMopeanu3aiiiu
MIPY BEICHUH CAMOCTOSITEIBHON HAYYHO-HUCCIICIOBATEILCKON AEATEIEHOCTH.
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